[Neoadjuvant chemotherapy with MVC (methotrexate, vinblastine, cisplatin)in the treatment of infiltrating transitional carcinoma of the bladder].
Of 19 patients with advanced transitional bladder cancer (T2-T4, N0-N+, M0) who received two or three cycles of pre-emptive MVC (Methotrexate, Vinblastine, Cisplatin), pathological partial (PR) and complete (CR) remissions were observed in 67% (50% and 17% respectively). The toxicity of chemotherapy was generally acceptable but 5 patients required hospitalization for neutropenia and thrombopenia . In one of them chemotherapy was stopped for severe sepsis. No death was observed. In 11 patients follow-up is greater than 12 months. In this group, 10 patients are actually alive and disease-free, while the other one was dead owing to brain metastasis, after eight months from surgery.